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Tweedy Philby, Red Superspy 


THE PHILBY CONSPIRACY 
By Bruce Page, David Leitch, and Philip Knighiley 
(Doubleday) $3.95 
Reviewed by MARTIN QUIGLEY 


This true traitor story could cause us to won- 
der, with justified apprehension, how many of 
our spies are really working for our enemies. 
One of the deadly ironies of the sov business is 
that the easiest governmental agencies for a 
spy to penetrate are the enemy's own Secret in- 
telligence agencis. 

Because of th: nature of the business, the 
only confidence Uiut a government can have in 
its own spies, wnem it seizes for their abiitv 
to deceive, is based on, of a!] things, mutacl 
trust. 

“It is an obvious point that in the final analy- 
sis a spy has no protection bu: the faith of his 
friends, who must believe that no matter how 
far he has gone with the enemy, he remains in 
the end loyal.’”’ 

It is thus possible, as the authors of this docu- 
ment make clear, for two governments to have 
complete confidence in the same spy whose rea} 


boss may be suil another goverment and who 


may have access to the most secret information 
of all three governments. 

Now consider the case of Kim P} . An up 
per middleclass Englishman fa gentieman, you 
understand) he is the son of a father who Cistin- 
auished himself in foreign service in ing a and 
the Middle East. Kim (from the Kipling stories 
wach his father regarded as the mast nourish. 
ina literary sustenance ever written) was ede 
cated in one cf the traditionally best English 
piblic schools and at Cambridge. As much as 
any man could be, he was born into and be- 
came a part of the Brinsh Establishment. ‘He 
erjoved its camaradie, its inside track, its ¢om- 
furting distaste for intellectual pyrotechnics; to 
the very end he remained dependent on the peo- 
ple he deceived.” 

While he was vaguely associated with a Cam- 
bridge group, which in the 30s, discussed and 
advocated various kinds and degrees of sociai- 
ism, there was no reason to suspect fhat he was 
emotionally and intellectually ready to commit 
his entire life to the service of the Russian 
Communists, At 22, on a visit to Vienna, he met 
(and later married) a pretty young divorcee 

na Chad already Hung herself into work for 
thi Communist Party.” It was through her that 
; agent, identity still unknown, recruited 
as a Communist agent. 

k in England, he became a journalist in 
to pean establishing an impenetrable 
“reser.” He went to Seain and reported Fran- 

War against the Loyalists with such anii- 
Coinmunst olés that kranco pinned a Fascist 


medal on him. With his friendships in the ls- 
tablishment and his “pipe, flannels and cd 
tweed jackel?’ which. made him seem “the ep.to- 
me of English reliability,” it was an easy step 
into the Secret Intelligence Service, which ne 
penetrated in August, 194¢. 

After training and a brief period as an in- 
structor, he was assigned to the counter-esr un- 
age section, and by 194 — in time to be of ca: 
astrophic damage to his own country and ihe 
United S:ates — he became director of the SIS 
counter-Sov:et department. As liaison berreen 
sn SiS and the American CJA, he had access to 
the most important secrets of both contries. 

For exumpie, 48 co-director of a joint SIS-CIA 
operation to infiltrate Albania with <atieCommu- 
nists, he helped pian and direc: movements and 
ations which he promptly and completely re- 
ported to his Soviet masters. As a result, 2 


ast O90 antiCommunists were trapped and- 


killed, and the English-American effort in Alba- 
ma was demolished, 

This detailed and fascinating documentation 
by a team of reporters, who work fer the Lon- 
don Sunday Times, traces Philby's life fram his 
birth in India to his present life as an officer of 
wig Soviet secret service agencoy in Moscow, to 
ch he defected In 1952. 

The effort to expiain how Philby could have 
betraved lis couniy so effectively is complicai- 
ed by the fact that two of his friends ar Cam- 
bridge, Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean, also 
became Soviet agents while maintaining posie 
lions of responsibilty in the British govern- 
men. Their pessenaiizies (obnoxious) and ca+ 


Ww 


recrs. inexuvivauiy hnxed with Phiiby’s, are also - 


portraved in detail. 

Whig tnere is no way to rnake an accurate 
assessment of the damage they did to Bridsh 
American co.d war efforts, the authors point out 
that the information of these tra‘tors encdied 
the Russians, in the development of nuclear 


weapons, “to get the bomb vears before the- 


West expected.” 

The most alarming aspect of this entire story 
is the way these ‘‘gentlemen,” whese personal 
morals were @ matter of public scandal, were 
accepted so long in the inner circles of secrevy. 

“Tt seems to us,” the authors sey with coles- 
sal understatement, “that the story is of sume 
interest to those who are concerned for the see 
curity of democracy.” 


Ke Pe 
(Martin Quigley is a novelist and magazine edi- 
tor.) 
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